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introduCtion
I write this on a breezy warm Halloween day.  The maple outside our home kitchen still has its leaves, 
but they are brown and shriveled.  The woods are the quiet woods of November.  Many of the migra-
tory birds have left.   The river changes too, but we don’t hibernate.  We are careful to carve time out of 
the warmest afternoons for some fishing.  This can be a simple meditative hike into a good nymphing 
hole, or an all day float that most often ends in a warm bar, our chapped faces rehydrating in the 
steam from a huge pile of chicken wings.  

This is also the season of fly tying.  We have a lot of bins to fill at the shop, and we are proud that over 
90% of are flies made in America…many right up in the boardroom (what some tyers unenthusias-
tically call the sweatshop).  We’re gonna tie even more of them this year, including some new patterns 
that were field tested this past summer and are ready for production.  

Last year we put out our first fall holiday catalog.  It was a blast.  We followed it up with a much larger 
spring catalog.  We build these entirely in-house, with our own staff and friends, and they are printed 
and distributed out of Bay City.  We try to have as many of these products in stock as possible.  

To place an order, give us a call between 9 am and 2 pm, send us an email, mail in the order form or, 
easiest yet, visit our online store at www.gatesflyshop.com.  Our online store has a much fuller list of 
our offerings, as well as products that are on sale.  

This year’s holiday catalog has some new and some old, some old stand-bys and some never-be-
fores.  Some of our favorite new products are the Orvis Ty-Wheel, the book Body of Water by Chris 
Dombrowski, the Yeti Hopper Flip, the David Ruimveld Au Sable Shirts, and the new colors and stylings 
of the Simms Coldweather Shirts.  Orvis is also offering a “buy a Helios, get a reel free” deal.  That’s a 
free Hydros SL reel.   

This is also the first year that Emily, our very talented pastry chef, will be offering gift- wrapping.  The 
cost is $5/item.

We truly appreciate you considering us for your holiday shopping.  

Chef Emily will be offering beautiful Northwoods gift wrapping 
for this holiday season.  $5/item, $10/minimum (We can put 
everything into one box and wrap it for $10).
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gift Certificates 
Not sure what to buy your favorite angler?  Let them pick what they want. 
 Gift Certificates are available in set amounts of $25, $50, $75, $100, $150, $200, 
$250, $300, $400, $500, or choose anything in between.

To Order: Call (989) 348-8462 or go online, www.gatesflyshop.com

Holiday SPECialS

It’s back!  Buy any Orvis Helios 2 rod, and receive a Hydros SL reel for free. You can’t beat this deal.  
You can’t beat this rod and reel.  Lightest of the light, the Helios 2 thrives in a variety of conditions.  
Windy western rivers, or fine Midwestern casts, this is Orvis’ signature rod. The Hydros SL is the best reel 
in its class. The reel needn’t match the rod. Need a new four weight rod and a new eight weight reel, no 
problem. As an additional bonus, Orvis has added the Covert line of Helios 2 to their 2016 offerings. All 
black, full wells grip, this rod is sharp. (The Covert is available in 9’ 5 wt and 9’ 8 wt only, and retails 
for $895.  The regular Helios 2 is available in an enormous range of sizes and flexes. Please visit www.
gatesflyshop.com for details) $795.00

Buy any

Helios 2
rod

get a

Hydros Sl reel

FREE!

Hand Carved trout ornaments
Hand carved and painted by one of our fly shop staff.  A great gift for 
any fly fisher.  There will be a very limited quantity this year. Made by 
Corey...the same guy who helped make this catalog! Please check for 
availability. Brook and Brown trout $44.95 ea.
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david ruimveld au Sable Shirts
Buy this shirt for your fishing buddy...if you both get lost, just have him turn 
around, and you’ve got a map!  An awesome new shirt that features a print of 
David Ruimveld’s iconic map of the Au Sable system on the back.  Breathable, 
lightweight, sun protected.  An exciting new product and a great gift. 
Sizes: M-XXXL in light blue or cream.  $59.95

gifts, art and literature

Boker Bird Knife
For the bird hunter, this is the perfect tailgate/campsite knife.  Gut hook and 
thin but stout blade.  A beautiful knife from Germany.  I’ve been using mine 
for five years.  It has a place reserved in my bird vest.  $89.00

Jill Field duerr notecards
Lovely trout prints, painted by artist Jill Field Duerr.  These blank notecards 
are perfect for writing notes and Thank Yous after you get all of your new gear 
for Christmas or frame them… We have two different sets with four styles in 
each. $19.95

Simms Flask
One of our top-selling products.  Now what does that say about 
us?  It means we fish at night, and need some liquid bravery.  Holds 
scotch or bourbon equally well.  The DeYoung artistry is second-
to-none.  Fits easily in a shirt pocket, pants pocket, vest pocket…  
Stainless steel.  Very well put together.  Holds 6 oz.  $29.95

trout Ball Point Pens
Each pen is handcrafted by one of our lodge guests.  Beautifully 
carved hardwood inserts with painted rainbow trout.  Comes 
ready to use with a black ink cartridge. Measures 5 in. long.  
$125.00
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Buckular dystrophy
The 10th installment of the beloved Woods Cop Mystery series 
by Joe Heywood, a favorite of us at Gates Lodge.  $26.95

rivers of Sand
About the rivers and lakes of 
the Northern Lower Peninsula 
of Michigan. Essays and de-
scriptions of techniques. One 
of Michigan’s notable books. 
I’m not too good at describing 
it, but some people like it. 
Signed by the author.  $24.95

Jerry dennis Books
A wonderfully illustrated collection of books that explore the wonders 
of nature. Jerry Dennis does a wonderful job as a story teller and 
Glenn Wolff satisfisies the eyes with detail illustrations.  The Bird is 
the Waterfall, It’s Raining Frogs and Fishes, A Walk in the Animal 
Kingdom. Buy one or read the trio.  $16.95 each.  $48.00 for all 3.
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Body of Water

new, awesome, and needs 
to be in your library! 

Has been praised by Harrison, has been 
compared to McGuane.  Booklist says 
that “fishing literature has a new star.”  
A new book by Michigan native -- and 
former Gates Lodge shop rat -- Chris 
Dombrowski.  This is a can’t miss, must 
have, fly fishing read.  Chris is a poet 
of international renown...as well as an 
awesome guide.  My favorite new book 
of any stripe. $24.00

gifts, art and literature

an interview with Chris

talk to me about the au sable and you...

As much as the Au Sable is a singularly important and formative place, “it” also 
means “Rusty Gates” to me. I met Rusty when I was sixteen. My friend Nick Popoff 
drove us north from Lansing in his dad’s blue Oldsmobile which bottomed out on all 
the two-tracks.  Someone downstate had told us to introduce ourselves to Rusty and 
ask what tackle we would need because we’d barely cast our loaner fly-rods.  Rusty 
dialed us in with a small box full of olives for daytime and another box of drakes for 
the evening. Some leaders, tippet, Gink. That’ll be thirty-five dollars, he said. Nick 
and I looked at each other-- Continued on page 22.
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This year we had a small but worthwhile art contest.  
We received a number of excellent entries and had 
a great time exploring your own experiences be it 
camera, pencil, paintbrush, or keyboard.  Thanks to 
everyone who submitted.  

First Place, Mike Hayden  - left

Honorable Mention, 
Cynthia Weber nankee  - below

Honorable Mention, Steve Clark  - bottom left

the Way of the river
by Cynthia Weber Nankee

And what will the water say 
as it trickles past rock painted green 
with a fan of moss …

Will it spill the secrets  
of the riverbed – of the introverted fish 
that shy away?

Then, where will it course 
on its mapless journey, as it slips through 
shadows, with no need of sun …

Will it dance downstream 
through a comb of reeds – then lift small 
boats with its rippled arm?

And what will the water do 
at the bugs’ last hatch, as the geese 
start out and the bear slows down …

Will it cry long tears as the year 
moves on – and mourn for the passing  
of the dragonfly?

And where will the water go 
when the leaves turn red … when the snow 
blows in, and the trout hide out …

It will freeze into lanes 
hugging trees – asleep – and wait for the day 
when again it will play.
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CF nets
We think these are the very best combination of aesthetic 
and utility. Built just right up the road in Frederic by Chad Fath 
(the same person who designed the riverboat lights in our 
restaurant). Med = 9” x 15” opening, Lg = 12” x 17”, 
and the perfect boat net. $95/$120/$185

gates Beer Mug
A solid mug with our logo hand engraved by Cheryl 
Lowes. Great for the end of the day. Not recommended 
for the beginning. Hand etched by local artist 
Cheryl Lowes. $22

Wine, rocks & Shot glasses
Our wine and scotch glasses, like our beer mugs, 
are well-suited to their jobs. The shot glass is the 
most attractive we could find. All make great gifts. 
All hand-etched and signed! Wine Glass $22, 
Rocks Glass $22, Shot Glass $15

gates lodge Coozie
Great, slim pop and beer coozies engraved with our logo on one side 
and a spent mayfly on the other.  Very attractive and useful: keeps your 
drink cold in the summer, and your hands warm in the winter. $6.95

gates logo Mugs
Even folks that like their coffee weak prefer a strong mug.  We think 
these are the best.  Tough, heavy in the hand, and good for driving 
(won’t spill.) Red or Green $15.95 ea.

leader Kits
Nothing to do in the winter?  Tie some leaders!  This is the Rusty 
Gates original set, built right out of a Maxima box.  Includes leader 
bags, Maxima spool tenders, and our secret leader formula. $60

gates gear

gates logo Caps
Our two most popular hats.  The black hat with 
a chartreuse logo (“if it ain’t chartreuse, it ain’t 
no use” -- Lefty Kreh) is a black mesh backed 
trucker.  The orange logoed hat is water repellent 
waxed cotton.  $24.95
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gates lodge Hoodie
This will definitely keep you warm and comfortable. It would be awesome 
around the campfire or for snuggling up with a good book. A great gift 
for you (or your fishing buddy) to remind them of your adventures. Sizes: 
S-XXL. $49.95

Waderwick logo Fleece
Most folks who try this on buy it! One of our favorite mid-layers 
on cold days, or as an outer layer on milder days. Fits very true to 
size. Stays warm when wet. Has the Gates Lodge logo on the right 
chest. Quarter zip for easy on/off. Fabric Tech: 100% Polyester 
Microfiber fleece Approx Weight: 11 oz. gunmetal, black, navy. 
Sizes: S-XXL. $59.95

Simms logo Beanie
A very warm, very windproof hat with 300-gram Polysters Fleece and WIND-
STOPPER lining.  Fits awesome, and cozy.  Contoured fit is nice – no bunching, 
fits how it should.  2.4 oz.  One size fits most.  Pretty nice logo too. $24.95

Simms rogue Fleece Jacket
Rain resistant, wind resistant, fleece-lined…this sweet little jacket excels in a variety of conditions.  Frosty morning?  Put it on.  
Drizzly fall BWO day?  Put it on.  Wind-whippin’ March streamer afternoon?  Put it on.  But the best feature of this jacket is the 
price.  At $89.95, you won’t find a better fleece-lined shell.  Choose Black, Nightfall, or Dark OliveSizes: M-XXL

nEW
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Simms Coldweather Shirt (a)
Cool or cold, sunny or snowing, chucking streamers or heading to work.  The grid fleece lining traps tons 
of heat.  Not bulky – looks like a normal flannel.  A must have for fall and winter.  The Cold Weather LS 
Shirt features quick dry preformance, UPF 50 sun protection, and chafe free, off-shoulder seaming.  Two 
top closing chest pockets provide plenty of space to store your gear. This stylish shirt is made of ultra warm 
brushed-flannel that keeps you warm in any situation.  FABRIC TECH: 100%Polyester Flannel, 100% 
Polyester Waffle Fleece.  Approx. Weight: 18 oz. Colors : Fury Orange, Tidal Blue, Boulder, Dark Olive .  
Sizes: M - XXL  $99.95

Patagonia Field Shirt (B)
Made from 100% organic cotton from a company that continues to be the LARGEST corporate supporter 
of the health of the Au Sable.  An excellent bird hunting piece, yes, but just a fine looking shirt with 
reinforcements in heavy wear spots. Sizes: M-XXL. Red, Blue, and Green. $89.00

Simms Coldweather Pant (C)
Subzero mornings? No sweat. Simms’ Coldweather Pants combat the conditions thanks to micro fleece-
lined internals and hand-warmer pockets. You won’t believe how good these are under waders, or even 
cross-country skiing. Angler-appreciated extras include COR3™ fabric technology; an adjustable waist with 
a corrosion-fighting center-front snap; and articulated knees for bolstered durability and massive mobility.  
Sizes: M-XXL. $99.95

Patagonia Capilene Shirts and Pants (d)
A perfect base layer. They have been the classic for so long and for good reason. The midweight is very 
comfortable and like a second skin for a good part of the year.  Get the shirt and the pants. Ash Tan and 
Black. Sizes M-XXL. $59.00

Simms ExStream Socks
Our informal poll shows these to be the best winter socks. A warm, comfortable sock that 
pulls moisture away from your skin - keeping your feet warm & dry. Great for wearing with 
waders with a durable, comfortable fit. This sock is 11” overall leg length - from heel to 
top of sock with a fully cushioned foot, reinforced toe and flat toe seam, and stretch arch 
panel for improved support & fit. Made in the USA of 80% Merino Wool, 18% Nylon, 
2% Spandex. Sizes are: S (W’s 4-6), M (W’s 6½-10, M’s 5-8½), L (W’s 10½-
12½, M’s 9-12½), XL (M’s 13-15). Easy care instructions: Machine wash 
cold, tumble dry low. Flipping socks inside out will keep them from 
compressing and will prolong their life. S-XL. $29.95

orvis invincible Extra Socks
Our favorite do-everything sock for the outdoor.  Wear it wading.  Wear it to work.  
Wear it while splitting wood.  Or just to keep your feet warm in the evening.  We 
have used these for multiple hunting and fishing seasons.  3-Pack.  Made in the 
USA. Sizes M-XL.  $49.00
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JaCKEtS

Black

Black

Boulder

Iron
Honey Brown

Simms guide Jacket
As good as ever, the Guide Jacket is ready to fish.  
The GORE-TEX outer shell is waterproof, breathable, 
lightweight, and resistant to damage.  The perfect 
jacket to keep you dry on the river.  Two large front 
pockets to hold your gear, integrated retractors, and 
a built in fly patch.  Sizes: S - XXL. Iron, $349.95.  
Honey Brown on Sale for $199.95!

Simms Kinetic Jacket
Half puff, half breathable, the Kinetic jacket is the 
best under-rainwear layer we offer.  Keeps your 
cold parts warm, and your warm parts cool…
if that makes sense.  Breathable fabric under the 
armpits with stretch so you can rear back on a dou-
ble haul.  Also a great outer layer for cool days in 
spring and fall.  The hood can make the difference 
between staying out until dark in November...or 
not.  Fits true to size. Sizes: M-XXL. $249.95

Simms downstream Jacket
Love down, but scared to get it wet?  We have been too.  This down 
sweater retains 95% of its heat resistance even when it gets wet.  This 
is the ultimate cold weather layer, so comfortable and warm under-
neath the Guide jacket.  Pair it with a base layer, and you’re fishing 
even in December.  We’re glad Simms has finally come out with a 
legitimate cold-weather option for the year-round angler.  Water and 
wind resistant. Sizes: M-XXL. $249.95

nEW
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Simms Waypoints Sling Small
Our new favorite pack! This little sling actually isn’t that small. Very 
trim, slim, design that won’t catch on your fly-line. Slings are the 
way to go for so many anglers. I began using the very first Simms 
sling, and haven’t stopped slinging since. There’s nothing like fishing 
without anything hanging from your chest to catch the line. Tie on your 
fly, swing the sling, and start casting. Has a fold down work bench, easy 
access to main compartment, sunglass pocket, and exterior straps for extra 
compression. Over 610 cubic inches. Simms put a lot of work into this increasingly important 
pack. Army green, blue, gray.  $99.95

Simms Waypoints Sling large
The big sling. Huge capacity, giant workbench, and still slings out the 

way for fishing freedom. For the angler that carries bigger boxes 
-- streamer boxes, night boxes, etc -- or wants to bring a stowable 
rain jacket, a few beers, and a lunch! 1037 cubic inches. This pack is 

a favorite of guides or folks using larger fly boxes.  Accepts fly boxes 
up to 11 inches. Army green, blue, gray. $129.95

orvis Field Bag
A tote for the bird hunter or outdoors-person.  Waxed cotton straps and bottom for 
tough protection.  Zip top with internal zip pocket for stashing keys and “don’t lose” 
items. $89.00

 
Fishpond 
Cerveza Sidekick
Hang it on your boat, cooler, raft, canoe, or 
around the house. Hang it around your neck 
and go fishing. Perfect. $69.95

 
 
 

Vedavoo Beast Sling
Vedavoo is a younger company that makes their products in the USA.  And this sling 
is a dandy.  Will hold a Cliff Bugger Beast Jr., or several large boxes.  Simple, no frills 
design.  Has pocket for a water bottle, tippet loop (a good one), zip pocket for the 
spare truck key.  Keeps it simple. Gray, Dk Olive. $150.00

PaCKS and BagS
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gadgEtS
Hatch nipper
Into the great nipper wars Hatch has waded, bringing their finest technology and 
thoughtfulness and attention to detail. Stunning. Replaceable jaws. Robust design. 
And hook-eye needle. Available in Clear, Red, Blue, Black Includes lanyard. $100.00

abel Zinger
Award winning zingers that, well, zing, 
repeatedly, for as long as Abel could test 
them.  These are for folks that like to buy 
good things once instead of cheap things 
repeatedly.  Makes a great, and special, gift.  
Olive and Black $49.00 

abel nipper
Our guides have three years of everyday river 
time on their originals...and still counting.  
We use them to gnaw through pike tippet, 
and they still cut trico 7x. Available in Win-
ston Green, Moss, Red, Blue, and Platinum 
while supplies last.  $60.00.

 
Fishpond tippet tender
One of those improvements that makes a difference. 
Keeps your tippets horizontal and easy to identify, 
and has a built in line snip.  Simple to load, and sturdy. 
One of our best selling items in the shop.  $19.95 

tacky Boxes
Slit Silcone inserts hold flies like nothing else on the 
market. High strength polycarbonate plastic shell resists 
abuse. Now available in three sizes, the original, day pack, 
and jumbo.  A. Day Pack  $20.00 B. Original $24.95 C. 
Jumbo $32.00

Call: 989 348 8462
Email: Josh@gateslodge.com

Shop online: www.gatesflyshop.com

get ‘em gift wrapped! 
$5/item...
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Master drifter Boat Box
Highly recommended. This new and improved boat 
box is bigger and badder! Tough polypropylene with 
slit foam on both sides plus a large foam patch on 
the outside for drying flies. Extra deep (4¼”) 
to handle the biggest flies out there. 
Dimensions: 12½” x 11½” x 4¼” $36.95

Smith low light ignitor
Our favorite low-light shades. Not yellow, but 
“clear.” Won’t project you into an alternate 
dimension like some shades. These are the best 
fish-spotting glasses we offer, and the best winter, 
cloudy, dusk or dawn shades as well. 40% light 
transmission. Available in three frames: Challis, 
Guide’s Choice, Dover. $209

nebo Slyde
250 Lumens with more versatility than your average flashlight.  Brighter than you need, yes.  Get you 

back to your truck, absolutely.  But this light also slides apart, allowing the user to have a band 
of light for working in tight spaces, illuminating the back of the fish car, or searching for the 

keys you dropped in the ferns after a night of hex fishing.  We use ours all the time for lodge 
maintenance.  $34.95

Simms Exstream Hat
A 3-layer Gore Tex hat that is 100% waterproof, has quilted fleece for the 
cold, and slides down to cover the ears, cheeks and back of neck. A critical 
piece of gear for the angler who enjoys fishing in the foulest of weather 
conditions. $59.95

nEW
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yEti
Hopper 20, 30, and 40
Ordinary soft-sided coolers are flimsy, frail, and only slightly better at 
cooling beverages than just leaving them in the shade. But the YETI Hopper 
is a portable cooler of a different color. No matter where you carry it or how 
you handle it, the Hopper won’t leak or break. And just like all YETI Coolers, 
it’s over-engineered to keep ice for days. Don’t you love when you can 
choose capacity based on the number of beverages? Fog Gray/Blue or the 
new, Field Tan with Blaze Orange. Hopper 20 holds 18 cans of beer (with ice 
at 2:1 ratio with ice) $299.99, Hopper 30 holds 24 cans $349.99, Hopper 40 
holds 36 cans (NEW SIZE) $399.99

Hopper Flip
A brand new cooler that is exactly the right cooler for packing a 
lunch or a six pack lightly.  Weighs very little.  Easy to open and 
access the goods.  One of our favorite new products.  $279.00

rambler 64
We love these, yes.  And you use them 
for soups, coffee, HUGE mixed drinks.  
But they are too expensive.  So we made 
them a better price.  You’ll love this bot-
tle.  And so will anyone you give this to. 

on Sale for $65.00

Colster
The ultimate in coozies. The Colster 
keeps 12 oz. bottles and cans insulated 
and protects against sweating bever-
ages. Also keeping your hands dry and 
no-frost bitten. $29.99

rambler 20 and 30
YETI is synonymous with cold drinks. 
These mugs will keep your drink hot, 
or cold, depending on what you start 
with. It is really the best travel mug on 
the planet. Made of durable kitchen 
grade stainless steel, you will be 
amazed! 20 oz. $29.99 30 oz. $39.99

rambler lid
Fits onto your Rambler for 
easy bumpy road driving 
Specify 20 or 30 size (the 20 
fits the Lowball).  $9.99

lowball
This Rambler is in class all its own... 
Makes the happy hour cocktail, after 
dinner drink, and even morning 
coffee taste so much better. You can 
get a lid separate but you might not 
need it. This is the perfect sipping 
size. 10 oz. $24.99

nEW
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Scott Meridian
The Meridian has a lot of press right now, and for good 
reason. This is a fine-looking, wicked casting, big water 
fly-rod. There’s a stability to it during the cast that is 
essential when carrying a long line. When you think 
of getting a 7, 8, or 9-weight, you think about all the 
different applications. Trips to faraway destinations or 
to your local pike lake, or carp flat, or streamer float. 
The Meridian is at home. That stability lends itself to 
an effortlessness that makes casting it a joy. It cleaned 
house at the Yellowstone Angler shoot-out. And as 
George Anderson said, it wasn’t even close. 6-10 wt. 
Includes sock, tube and Scott’s lifetime warranty $865.00

Fenwick glass + Pflueger Medalist
Throwbacks…Why?  Because there’s something comfortable about old flannel shirts, and old Fenwick glass rods and 
Pflueger Medalist reels.  These are the re-released versions, paired with the appropriate SA Heritage Fly lines.  A simple, 
comfortable, sweet pairing that you will enjoy on the stream. Special package price for Christmas.  Available in 7’ 4-weight 
and 7’6” 5-weight. Retail $400.  Now $325. 

orvis Helios 2
The Helios 2 is a star. It has won numerous accolades, 
is unbelievably light, and is near the top in every shoot-out 
and review. Orvis says this rod is 20% stronger and lighter 
than the original helios, with a 100% increase in tip 
strength. The tip-flex will offer a lightning quick delivery and a very tight loop. The mid-flex will perform better in close. 
The sum total is a line of rods that is unmatched in their universality. Made in Vermont. Includes sock and carbon fiber 
tube. 25-year guarantee. $795.00 And for a limited time includes a free Hydros SL Reel!

Winston air
We’re fawning over this new offering from Winston.  Quick, full of feel, will carry around 20% more line than the BIIIX, and just 
so light in hand.  Winston’s finest offering since the IM6.  Still not the lightning rod of an Orvis or Scott Meridian.  But for us, this 
rod is just more our speed.  You buy the rod, we’ll throw in a line.  Just order from the site and let us know in the comments what 
fly line you’d like from our online selection.  $950.

Fly rodS

nEW
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Hatch Finatic
Possibly the best reel ever made. The Hatch Finatic series reels 
have a sealed drag system that requires no maintenance and is 
water impermeable.  Made in the USA of the high quality machined 
aluminum, this reel is ready for a lifetime of service.  Available 
in 2 Plus through 7 Plus models in black or silver.  For Silver 
reels please specify center insert color, (red, black, blue, or green) 
$375.00 - $675.00

orvis Hydros Sl
This highly anticipated reel does not disappoint. This is the most reel 
you’ll find for the money, bar none, anywhere. It has a sealed drag 
system like a $600 reel and very low start-up. Orvis did this one quite 
right. Highly recommended! II (3-4wt.) $198.00, III (5-6wt.) $219.00, 
IV (7-8wt.) $239.00, V(9-10wt.) $259.00

rEElS

nautilus X
Replacing the HUGELY popular FWX, the X features the same basic pros, 
and weighs even less. This reel is pushing the limits of what you can get 
made in America for under $400. Winner of the FFTD Best in Show for 
reels (both fresh and salt), you’re going to see a lot of these this year. The 
X design lets fine-tuning your drag as a fish is running, as you can palm 
the rim for a little extra pressure while keep your drag turned light. A 
great new product.Black and red, or titanium and red. Made in the USA. 
3-5wt. $275, 4-6wt. $275, 6-8 wt. $345, 7-9wt. $395

Call: 989 348 8462
Email: Josh@gateslodge.com

Shop online: www.gatesflyshop.com

get ‘em gift wrapped! 
$5/item...
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FliES

orvis ty-Wheel
Favorite new fly tying product for 2016/17.  Fits right onto the stem of your vise.  
Basically it’s a tying desk at your fingertips.  Magnetized so hooks 
don’t scatter.  Waste basket built in.  Spins right with you.  
Customizable (each of the four “sections” detaches).  
Holds beads, hooks, thread, and all your fly tying 
tools.  Think of how clear your tying station would be 
with everything off of it except for the materials you’re 
using.  The fly tyer in your family will love it.  Arrives in 
its own round box.  $150

roberts yellow drake
#8 - #16 - $2.25

gates lodge Bugger
Size #1 - $3.95

rusty’s White Knot
#12 - $2.25

rusty’s Spinner
#12, #14 - $2.25

Patroit
#12, #14, #16 - $2.25

adams Parachute
#12, #14, #16 - $2.25

Mattress thrasher
#8, #10, #12 Long Shank - $2.25

yarn Skunk
#10, Red, Olive, And Brown - $2.25

Minimum order of four per pattern. all flies made right here in Michigan...

nEW
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ordEr ForM

Bill to

Address: _________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:______________________________________________

E-mail: __________________________________________________

Cell Phone: _______________________________________________

SHiP to

Address: _________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:______________________________________________

E-mail: __________________________________________________

Cell Phone: _______________________________________________

Credit Card Number: __________________________________________

Exp.: ___________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________

How to order
Please write down the item you would like to purchase, the quantity, and the price. 
Also state the size and color of the item if applicable. Tear out this order form and 
mail it to Gates Au Sable Lodge, 471 S. Stephan Bridge Road, Grayling , MI 49738. 
You can also call the shop at (989) 348-8462, go online to www.gatesflyshop.com, or 
send an email to josh@gateslodge.com. Thank you for your patronage.

Shipping 
& Handling
We ship via USPS. 

Add $5.00 S+H for 
all orders under $50.00 

Orders of $50.00 or 
more shipped free.

Sales tax
Michigan residents 
add 6% sales tax.

Mail to:
Gates Au Sable Lodge 

471 S. Stephan Bridge Road 
Grayling, MI 49738

Qty. itEM and dESCriPtion Color SiZE PriCE

Sales Tax

Shipping & Handling

Total
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WadErS and BootS
Simms g3 guide
Redesigned in 2015, this ever-popular wader is also the gold standard. Some of the highlights: 3-layer 
Gore-Tex Pro upper, 5-layer Gore-Tex Pro legs, hand-warmer pockets, tabs for retractots and zingers, 
removable Tippet Tender pocket, dual entry zipper, retractor docking stations, and generous front pocket 
that will hold three cans of beer side-by-side, or bug spray, or two fly boxes. This is the best wader for those 
that like to fish right out of their waders, without vest or pack. S, SK, M, MK, MKS, ML, L(9-11), LL(12-13), 
XL, XLS, XLK, XLL, XXL. Confusing, we know. Call us for sizing help. We usually have every size in stock and 
want to get your perfect fit. Made in America! $499.95

orvis Silversonic Convertible top
We LOVE these waders. Under $300. Convertible. Durable. Instead of stitching, 
the seams are welded together. The most versatile welded waders on the market 
today. Fish dry, and know you’ll stay that way. These are hard-wearing, breathable, 
everyday waders for the serious angler. We have had almost zero returns on this 
wader. The innovative suspension system easily converts to waist highs in seconds, 
a perfect feature for warm spring afternoons. Wader belt and traditional suspender 
option. S, MS, M, ML, LS, L, LL, XLS, XL, XLL, XLXLong, XXLS, XXL $279.00

Patagonia rio gallegos
There’s a lot to love about these waders. Starting at the bottom: Merino-lined 
booties, built in knee pads (more valuable than you think!), suspension system, 
hand warmer pockets. Then the finest moment in wader pocket history: internal 
pockets and loops to stick drinks, boxes, clip zingers and tippet spool holders, 
stash cell phones or gloves. Featuring Patagonia’s H2NO technology. Patagonia 
put everything into these waders. They are individually numbered so they can 
be tracked from the factory. Every step of their construction has a paper trail. 
They want 99% error proof construction. S, M, L, XL, XXL, short, regular or tall. 
Call or email for sizing information! $499.00

Simms g3 guide Boot
Still my favorite boot. Pricey, yes. It holds the ankle better than 
any boot, and won’t tighten up when it gets dry like its predecessor 
(a friend used to keep his in a bucket of water so they wouldn’t 
“shrink” -- I threw mine into a garbage can in New Zealand). 
The nubuck leather is waterproof. The interior is lined with neo-
prene so the foot slides in more easily than any boot on the market. 
Vibram sole -- consider adding aluminum studs...we can install 
them for you. 7-14, whole sizes only. $229.95

Simms Freestone
A time-tested favorite that is the best price-point boot on the market. Has all the technol-
ogy you could want, and they last forever. Neoprene lined so your foot slips right into the 
boot. Synthetic leather and scratch rubber upper protects the foot and the toes. Vibram 
soled -- considering adding aluminum studs. We are happy to install them before we ship 
your boot. 7-16 (and we carry 15s and 16s). $149.95
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Simms Vapor
Simms’ new Vapor Boot gets you into the thick of it—faster. Its 
lightweight, minimalist design is maximized by a VaporTread™ 
platform/4.0mm Vibram® Megagrip rubber outsole that 
effectively bridges the worlds of superior hiking speeds and trac-
tion-enhanced wading performance. Features include a synthetic 
leather, textile, and scratch rubber upper that, combined with an 
anatomical top collar, work with your feet for all-day, blister-free 
trailblazing. Internals are precision lined with plush neoprene 
where it counts, generating warmth, redefining comfort, and 
guaranteeing on/off ease. $169.00

interview with Chris dombrowski
Continued from Page 6
--how could those little flies cost so flipping much? I had a five dollar bill and Nick had eight. I’ll take it, Gator said with that wry 
smile. Nick and I were off to the races, soon tossing our single bottle of Gink back and forth on the river. 

So from the start Rusty was an island in the sea of downstate suburban nonsense. He gave me jobs and books--I still remember 
reading Harrison’s AFTER IKKYU at his deer camp up on Big Creek. “Our minds buzz like bees, but not like the bees’ minds.” He 
encouraged my freelance writing by cutting me out of the fly-tying rotation.  He was a person fully immersed in the place that he 
loved, proof of Gerard Manley Hopkins’ assertion that “what you look hard at, looks hard at you.” When I matured enough to see 
the depth of his conservation efforts, his passion and attention meant even more to me.    

As for the water itself (I feel like I should say “herself”), I can’t think of it without recalling the first lines to Robert Duncan’s 
poem: “Often I am permitted to return to a meadow // as if it were a scene made up by the mind, / that is not mine, but is a 
made place, // that is mine, it is so near to the heart.” 

How did you come to love to Montana?

I came out here roughly two decades ago chasing trout and moving water.  The openness of the country, the relatively severe ele-
vation, were a Yang to Michigan’s Yin, where I often experienced palpable claustrophobia. The place, the waters, and the people 
struck me (and still do) as feral, and I wanted to be feral too. As Neruda said, “Pardon me if when I’m asked to tell the story of 
my life, it’s the land I talk about”--I hope it’s a story worth telling someday.

Body of Water is a work of creative nonfiction centered on a sage Bahamian guide david 
Pinder, and radiates outward into the greater fishery and community.  you go through enjoy-
able pains to explore the world of david Pinder, from the geology of the land under him, the 
cultures that led to the people around him, the fish, to the very specific histories of some of 
the lodges.  and you follow through to his children.  did you learn of this stuff post fact, or 
was this something you were learning as the fish, the fishery and the people captured you? 

Most of it was gleaned post fact, and I have editor Patrick Thomas to thank for teasing out these elements of the story. Forster’s 
“only connect” offered a simple but direct credo throughout the composition of the book. I’m not terribly inclined toward history 
books but I read a lot of them while researching Body of Water, and I recall parsing, one day while reading a long essay about 
the very complex history of slavery in the Bahamas, that the limestone bedrock that prevented much cotton and sugar cultivation 
was precisely what gave the bonefish (the crux of the Islands’ current economic health) ideal environs in which to flourish.  

BootS
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2017 CalEndar
WESt MiCHigan Fly SHoW:

January 14

FrEE Fly tying:
January 7, January 21, 

FEBruary 4 and FEBruary 18

MidWESt Fly FiSHing SHoW:
MarCH 11 - 12

SPring StrEaMEr WEEKEnd 
(dEtailS in SPring Catalog)

MarCH 31 - aPril 2

rEStaurant oPEnS:
aPril 22

anglErS oF tHE au SaBlE 
30tH BanQuEt

aPril 29

“oPEning day” 
oF trout SEaSon:

aPril 29

one of the interesting elements of this book is the loss of david Pinder’s eyesight, and how 
it compromised his job.   it reminds me of the many guides i’ve known that have retired, or 
been retired, in Michigan because they could no longer hear fish rise. 

I’m closing my eyes right now and imagining the sound of a big trout taking a drake on the South Branch in the dark--a big fish, 
what Rusty would have called “a toilet flusher.”  For someone who has lived such a tactile life to lose access to one of their senses 
(what Blake called “the chief inlets of the soul”) is heartbreaking.

one of the more meaningful elements of the book was watching david come to realize that 
you were in ways brothers of occupation.  that you could share guide stories different in 
setting but same in content.  did you feel in the end that he had a clear picture of your life? 

This was truly a wonderful thing. From a practical standpoint, I think it gave me the perspective with which to “ask the right 
questions” of David; and as you say, that I too had removed client-slung hooks from my hands helped me pass initiation rites.  
When I spoke to David the other day to tell him he had been featured in the Wall Street Journal, his response was: “Good, good. 
And how is the family?” So, to your question: Yes, I think he has a very clear picture of my life as one that is “righted” by water, 
and one which, when correctly ordered, is fed by the wilds afield and at home. 

Body of Water is one of the few books involving fly-fishing that has a complete narrative.  
this makes it an outlier, of sorts, but also exceptional.  given your background in poetry and 
shorter works, was it difficult to make this broad jump into long-form nonfiction? 

It was plenty difficult both on the prose level (as my novelist friend David Duncan would chide while reading the early manuscript, 
“Poet, WRITE PROSE!”) and structurally.  I recall a conversation with my editor that centered around the reshuffling of some 
associatively-ordered passages in the the first chapter. “You’re suggesting that I reorder these sections...chronologically,” I asked, 
as if such a notion were downright revolutionary. Indeed, he was.  We anglers live largely episodic lives, do we not?  Philosoph-
ically speaking, “Time” may very well be “the stream I go a- fishing in,” but narratively speaking Thoreau might not always be 
our best guide. 
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